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You are standing on the unceded and ancestral lands of
the Secwépemc people.

The board and staff of Shuswap District Arts Council acknowledge that they have
benefited from the systems and structures that have oppressed Indigenous people
for nearly two centuries.

We apologize for the harms that have been inflicted upon Secwépemc people.

We endeavour to work in accordance with the 94 Calls to Action in the Truth and
Reconciliation Report. We pledge to support reparations and reconciliation through
our mandate, using the arts to build respectful relationships, create cross-cultural
community engagement, and to make space for Indigenous cultural and artistic
expression. Our policies reflect the importance of supporting authentic Indigenous
voices, as well as guiding the education of settler cultures by including Indigenous
perspectives in every exhibition and program.

Director/Curator Tracey Kutschker wishes to personally thank Secwépemc
Knowledge-Sharer Louis Thomas, as well as artists and storytellers Dolan Badger,
Mary Thomas, Delores Purdaby, Aaron Leon, Gerry Thomas, Kenthen Thomas, Geri
Matthew and Tania Willard for their generous guidance, advice and wisdom over the
past 20 years. It is now time for settler cultures to take on the re-education of our
collective history, and to make the changes that are needed to decolonize our
systems and structures.



Curator’s Statement
Tracey Kutschker

During the Piqw exhibition in early 2021, then Manager of Visitor Experience Kate
Fagervik and | were walking around the gallery ahead of the opening, and we noticed
that a number of the tiny artworks depicted cats and dogs. We made the off-hand
comment that it would be fun to have a show entirely about cats and dogs, but the idea
stuck with me. When | consider themes for open exhibitions, I like to think about relevant
social issues. The more | thought about this idea, the more relevant it became.

Cats and dogs had a renaissance during the Covid-19 pandemic. Three in ten
Canadians adopted a pet during the first year of the pandemic to help stave off
loneliness and isolation. In fact, many studies now show that pets literally saved lives
during that first year of lockdowns. Pets were particularly helpful to people with PTSD,
anxiety and depression who could not access support services.

When classrooms and workplaces moved to online platforms such as zoom, we were
gifted with the appearance of household cats and dogs. There was always a moment in
every zoom meeting when the action stopped as everyone admired the cat on the back
of the chair, or the dog on the lap.

Sharing the stories of our beloved pets can be an enthusiastic pleasure, and we are able
to include some of the artists’ stories within this catalogue. | suspect there will be many
more stories told throughout this exhibition, and | look forward to hearing each and every
one of them.

With gratitude to all the kKitties I've loved over the years: Tigger, Moki, Kizzy, Snowball, Baby, Bee-Jay,
Jasper, Hobbes, Strauss, Russell, Rosa and Jiggs; and the doggos Lady, Marco, Nanook, Sitka, Tundra,
Chinook and Suki.
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ARTIST STORIES

Alyssa Schwann

Stanley: The Chronicles of a Courageous Dog

These three vignettes form the initial part of a journal that a most courageous German
short-haired pointer named Stanley (February 8, 2007 — March 17, 2020) asked me (his
human companion) to write down for him. The Chronicles begin... “l was born in in the
Dutch town of Venlo...” and continue to describe his early years as a shy, lonesome
dog with “the saddest eyes and a yellow tail, with fur a light chocolate brown colour,
light like the hot chocolate you get out of one of those vending machines.” But after
travels around the world, he finally found a place to call home: British Columbia. He
records his friendships (both human and animal), fear of being alone, sadness, and joys.
His writings reveal his unconditional love, empathy, and courageousness—some of the
greatest gifts that animals give us.

Sandra Van Den Ham

My Dad, Bert passed Feb 14, 2020, leaving behind his drinking buddy Peanut.
Weighing in at 15Ibs she was a lot of dog for a Chihuahua, and the pounds
accumulated from an unlikely source: Alcohol. Dad loved his beverages, he loved
weaving stories about his days in aviation, but most of all he loved his dog. She would
sit in his lap licking his hands and drinking from his glass. With one thirsty look Dad
would indulge his overweight buddy with a drink every time. It was impossible to stop
him and the secret snacks and sips party was never ending.

Dad’s favourite “saving Peanut” story had become a regular part of his story repertoire.
It was a dog's version of rags to riches about his abused rescue dog being brought to
live with him. As his dementia progressed, the stories evolved and became more
entertaining each time. Eventually he couldn't remember his stories, and soon after he
could no longer take care of his dog. The day came that was filled with great sadness
when dad went to heaven and we feared Peanut might soon join him.

Peanut survived, however, and lives as a rescue dog in recovery with an awesome new
family. She has a perfect life, a perfect Chihuahua weight, a shiny coat and loves to
walk. Looking totally Cha Cha Cha, she’s a DRY Chihuahual!

Gary Kalloch

Several years ago during Covid lock-down, my daughter and family were living in a
large high rise apartment in downtown Vancouver. There is a Cat Cafe in the Mall next
door and my daughter's friend went there hoping to adopt a cat. Due to the high
demand of people wanting to adopt a cat during lockdown, she was not able to adopt.
Despite this, she was later able to find her own fur baby privately. This story intrigued
me. What a wonderful place a Cat Cafe must be, a place to enjoy interacting with cats
and maybe adopt one too.



Wendy Hunter
One of my memorable dear friends growing up was named 'Edle’'. | spent many hours
hiking the North Vancouver forests with my collie/hienz 57 dog.

In my 17th year | had to leave her at home and when | went to work. She would walk
me to the bus stop, which was next to our house, and she would sit on a high retaining
wall level to the bus windows. Everyone would comment on her daily routine. She
would head home as soon as the bus left.

After work (which put a stop to any after work plans) she would be patiently waiting for
me at the end of the driveway as | got off the 6pm bus across the street. She was like a
Nanny, always by my side, an unforgettable best friend, to all of us.

Tracey Kutschker

For those of us lucky enough to have a tortoise-shell cat, we know we are in the
company of a very special breed. They bond to only one human, and they tend to
communicate through biting. While my family and | were planning our once-in-a-lifetime
European vacation, we knew it would be a challenge to find an appropriate house- and
kitty-sitter. Our dear friend Patrick Hughes took on the challenge.

Throughout our holiday, we loved seeing photos of Rosa pop up on Patrick’s facebook
feed - Rosa looking adorable sprawled in the sunlight, Rosa looking adorable perched
in the windowsill watching the birds, Rosa looking adorable attacking Patrick’s legs.
This wonderful strange human was working so hard to feed, brush and entertain her,
and despite some subtext around torties in general, Patrick’s messages allowed us to
think that a mutually respectful relationship was forming.

Upon our return, and after a happy reunion with my beloved Rosa, two mementos of
Patrick’s stay were evident. There was a beautiful bright red geranium in full bloom on
our front doorstep, and inside, propped up on our fireplace mantle, a tiny painted
portrait of Rosa sitting regally in her favourite chair. Patrick generously gave his
permission for that portrait to be exhibited in Spot.

Young Seon Cook/Mugi

Dido came to us when she was only eight weeks old and full of fleas. | am not sure how
many times we bathed her that day. After her endless bathing experience on the first
day; it became a tradition to have spa day once a week. She didn’t seem to mind the
bath at all, even with the following blow dry. She became so used to her spa day that |
could tell she enjoyed the process. She always lifted her legs one by one to hold them
in the air for shampoo and conditioning, and would frequently turn her wet fur spots
towards the dryer when it came time.

Dido also had the skill of opening sliding doors. One day when | came home from work,
| found my bedroom closet door wide open and a dresser drawer was open. | was
puzzled, but what | found in the living room shortly after explained it. | found Dido laying
on one of my sweaters in front of the fireplace, having decided to take her favourite
sweater from my drawer to better her napping experience.



Verna Brown

Tobias King (AKA Toby) is a 7-year-old orange tabby who came into our family as a
feral farm cat. In short order he ruled the house and the surrounding neighbourhood.
One day | saw him enter the front door of another house and then the door closed! |
thought to myself “The neighbour is stealing my cat!” | went right over there and
knocked on the door. The neighbour laughed and told me no, that she knew he was our
cat but he comes every day to enjoy coffee time on the deck.

As weeks went by, we learned that Toby had made himself a part of many families on
our street. He had a route that took him from home to home at the same time every
day. One time, Toby had to get stitches and was kept indoors for 6 weeks. Neighbours
came by to check on him as they had not seen him. Kids brought him toys and kitty
snacks. He was a regular celebrity. Since we have moved here to Salmon Arm, many
neighbours have texted and asked how Toby is settling in. We send them photos of him
out in the field and they know he is happy having come full circle back to the farm.

Khoshkitty
My cat was fired from a cat café.

One year after getting my first apartment, | decided that it was time to finally get the cat |
had been wanting for years. At this time, a brand new café run by a cat rescue non-profit
had opened, allowing patrons to spend time enjoying coffee and petting cats. All of the
feline “employees” were available for adoption and at the end of each month the cats got
to go to their new homes. During my first visit | encountered a young feral cat who would
soon become my future companion: Khoshekh (or as she was known then, Blackberry). |
spent an hour with this timid tuxedo cat before completing the paperwork to adopt her at
the end of the month.

| was not nearly as prepared as | would have liked when | received a phone call from the
café just two days later. Due to her skittish nature, Khoshekh wasn’t adjusting to a busy
café environment and | was asked to pick her up ASAP. Five years later she has
become social, very well nourished, unbelievably affectionate, and extremely loyal. While
she may not have been the café’s most reliable employee, | know | can always rely on
her to be an emotionally intelligent and sweet companion.

Linda Franklin
I know, | know... It might seem ridiculous, but my dog has her own Instagram account.

| use Instagram to look at the work of other artists in a variety of mediums, but began to
be very frustrated with what interrupted this pleasure. My dog Wendy had taken to
pestering me at lights out every night to show her videos of dogs. It was dogs howling,
doing tricks, running or simply looking cute (or eating, that’s a favourite). She gets glued
to the screen, sometimes poking it with her nose. Pretty soon the algorithm ensured that
dog videos were all that was showing up on my account.

In response, | made Wendy her own account. She doesn’t have to “watch paint dry“ and
| don’t have to watch endless dog posts. Don’t bother following her, though, her
enthusiasm doesn't stretch to posting images... At least not yet.



